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The region uses 
groundwater for 
three-fourths of 
its irrigation water 
supply, but the share 
devoted to irrigation 
is diminishing as 
municipal and 
electricity water 
demand grows.

State laws approved in 1999 and 2001 en-
courage the use of groundwater conservation 
districts (GCDs), led by locally elected or 
appointed officials, to manage groundwater 
sources. The Central Texas region currently 
has 10 GCDs, two of them pending confir-
mation by local election.6

Groundwater conservation districts 
have some options to restrict groundwater 
pumping to maintain aquifer sustainabil-
ity. One Central Texas district, Clearwater 
Underground WCD in Bell County, has ad 
valorem taxing authority, while the others 
do not. State law generally allows districts to 
receive revenue through fees, bond proceeds, 
investments, grants and loans, depending 

irrigation demands, and a couple (including 
Brazos) also use groundwater for municipal 
supplies. The region uses groundwater for 
three-fourths of its irrigation water supply, 
but the share devoted to irrigation is dimin-
ishing as municipal and electricity water 
demand grows.4

Groundwater comes from aquifers, water-
bearing layers of permeable rock, sand or 
gravel within the earth. The region sits above 
the middle sections of two major aquifers 
and two minor ones. A small part of the 
large Gulf Coast Aquifer lies under Washing-
ton, Brazos and Grimes counties, and a tiny 
portion of the Edwards Aquifer extends into 
Bell County as well (Exhibits 22 and 23).5

Exhibit 21

Central Texas Region Water Sources, by Sector, 2006

Source: Texas Water Development Board.
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on the wording of the statute creating the 
district.

As noted earlier, the region’s water use for 
electricity generation is projected to increase 
rapidly, and its growing population will like-
wise demand a greater share of available wa-
ter for municipal use. Conservation strategies 
will be an important part of maintaining the 
area’s supplies, especially in light of the possi-
bility of more frequent and harsher droughts 
being an effect of a changing climate.

Parks and Recreational  
Opportunities

The Central Texas region has abundant 
recreational facilities, from hiking trails and 
fishing opportunities to white-water kayak-
ing and rafting on area rivers. Central Texas 
has something for every outdoor enthusiast.

State Parks
The region’s state parks and recreational 

lakes offer a variety of outdoor recreational 
opportunities. Lake Whitney and Fort Parker 
state parks have the largest economic impact 
on the region.

Lake Whitney State Park, located on the 
eastern shore of this reservoir formed from 
the Brazos River, is about 30 miles north of 
Waco. Well known to anglers, the park also 
offers bird and wildlife watching, boating, 
mountain biking, camping and picnick-
ing in a prairie landscape. Its 955 acres of 
parkland was originally leased from the U.S. 
Army three years after the lake’s creation 
in 1951; the park opened in 1965. Fish-
ing from the shore or a boat provides good 
opportunities to land some of Texas’ most 
popular sport fish, including white, striped, 

Exhibit 22

Central Texas Major Aquifers

Sources: Texas Water Development Board.
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Exhibit 23

Aquifers, Central Texas Region

Aquifer Name
Availability 
(acre-feet in 

2010)

Carrizo-Wilcox 1,014,753

Edwards (Balcones 
Fault Zone) 373,811

Gulf Coast 1,825,976

Trinity 205,799

Queen City 295,791

Sparta 50,511
Note: Queen City and Sparta are designated as minor aquifers by 
the Texas Water Development Board. 
Source: Texas Water Development Board.
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Conservation Corps (CCC) on land donated 
in 1935, and opened in 1941. It bears the 
name of the historic fortified settlement 
where, a century earlier, a Comanche raid 
resulted in the abduction of Cynthia Ann 
Parker, a girl who lived as a Comanche for 
the rest of her life and who was the mother 
of Chief Quanah Parker. In addition to 
the nearby reconstructed fort, also built by 
CCC, some remnants of local history are 
contained within the park’s boundaries. The 
town of Springfield was the original county 
seat in the mid-19th century, but dwindled 
away after the railroad bypassed it. A cem-
etery located beside the park road is all that 
remains of Springfield.

Fort Parker State Park offers swimming, 
fishing and boating in the lake created by 
CCC’s dam on the Navasota River, as well as 
wildlife and bird watching, hiking, biking, 

smallmouth and largemouth bass, sunfish, 
crappie and catfish.

The Brazos River valley has been inhabited 
since prehistoric times. More recently, Na-
tive American tribes such as the Comanche, 
Wichita and Taovaya Indians lived in the 
area during the 1800s when settlers from 
the East began to arrive. Lake Whitney was 
allowed to inundate the ruins of Towash, a 
town mostly abandoned in the late 19th cen-
tury when the railroad bypassed it and came 
to the nearby town of Whitney.8

Lake Whitney State Park had almost 84,700 
visitors in fiscal 2007. Visitors in fiscal 2006 
(the latest data available) spent more than $1 
million in the area. The park’s total economic 
impact on sales in Hill and Bosque counties is 
estimated at more than $1.9 million annually.9

Fort Parker, near Mexia in Lime-
stone County, was built by the Civilian 

Mother Neff, Mother of Texas State Parks
At less than 300 acres, Mother Neff State Park is not one of the larger parks in Texas. It does, however, hold a unique 

place in the state park system — in a way, it was the first.
According to Texas Parks and Wildlife, Mrs. Isabella Eleanor Neff moved to Texas as a newlywed in 1854, settling along 

a tributary to the Leon River, near the top of the present-day Lake Belton reservoir. Her youngest son in the family of 
nine children went on to become Texas governor in 1921. After his mother’s death in that year, Governor Neff carried 
out her wish to donate a six-acre picnic area to the public that had been enjoying it for more than 15 years.

Within a couple of years, the governor called on the Legislature to begin setting aside lands for parks in Texas, and 
served as a member of the first State Parks Board. The board initially received no funds for purchasing or developing 
land for parks, and the Depression slowed the process even further. Nevertheless, Mrs. Neff’s original public land do-
nation, expanded by her son’s addition of another 250 acres, provided the impetus for the establishment of Mother 
Neff State Park in 1934. In that year, the Civilian Conservation Corps began its multi-year job of developing facilities 
for the park, including roads, a water tower, a recreation hall and other buildings. They also discovered archeological 
artifacts of the Tonkawa Indians who had lived in the area when the Neffs first arrived.

Although other locations became official state parks before Mother Neff, the picnic grounds alongside the Leon 
River were the first public parklands in Texas and the inspiration for Governor Neff’s passionate pursuit of ways for 
Texans to enjoy the scenic beauty of their state. Thus, Mother Neff State Park is commonly thought of as Texas’ first.7
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Fishing and Hunting
Central Texas offers a variety of freshwater 

fishing opportunities. The region’s lakes sup-
port several types of bass; all types of catfish; 
both types of crappie (black and white); and 
several types of sunfish, as well as red drum 
in a few locations.14

Every county in the region offers some 
sort of legal hunting, with some variations 
in permit requirements for antlerless deer, 
bag limits for deer and squirrels and whether 
turkey hunting is permitted.

San Saba is the only county in the region 
permitting the hunting of javelina, from 
October 1 to February 24 in the 2008-09 
season with a bag limit of two. In Brazos, 
Falls, Freestone, Grimes, Limestone, Madison 
and Robertson counties, no turkey hunting is 
allowed; antlerless deer can be hunted by per-
mit only; and bag limits for white-tail deer are 
set at three, including no more than one buck 
and no more than two antlerless deer.

Hill, McLennan and Milam counties have 
that same bag limit for deer, but Hill and Mi-
lam have turkey hunting (only for the month 

camping and canoe rentals. The CCC-built 
facilities include a group camp with air-con-
ditioned barracks and a dining hall, as well as 
picnic sites and shelters and campsites with 
water and electricity.10

In fiscal 2006, visitors to Fort Parker State 
Park spent almost $560,000 in the area. The 
park had a total economic impact on sales in 
Limestone County of nearly $1.1 million. 
Fort Parker had more than 93,000 visitors in 
fiscal 2007.11

Exhibit 24 summarizes the economic 
impact of state parks in the Central Texas 
region. In addition to these parks, the region 
is also home to the Lake Somerville State 
Park Complex, Colorado Bend State Park 
and the Washington-on-the-Brazos State 
Historical Site. These state parks had a com-
bined 2007 visitation of more than 307,000 
people.12

Recreational Lakes and Reservoirs
The Central Texas region’s numerous lakes 

and reservoirs offer recreational activities 
including boating and fishing (Exhibit 25).13

Exhibit 24

State Parks, Central Texas Region

Name Number of 
Visitors 2007

2006 Total 
Economic 

Impact on Sales

2006 Spending 
by Visitors

Lake Whitney State Park 84,694 $1.9 million $1 million

Fort Parker State Park 93,123 $1.1 million $560,000

Meridian State Park 44,126 $760,000 $350,000

Fairfield Lake State Park 53,650 $680,000 $150,000

Mother Neff State Park 19,313 $390,000 $140,000

Fort Boggy State Park 12,648 $150,000 $35,000
Sources: Texas Coalition for Conservation and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
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more than two bucks allowed. Otherwise, all 
general hunting regulations are in force in the 
Central Texas region (Exhibit 26).15

In 2007, hunting and fishing enthusiasts 
in the Central Texas region purchased about 
150,000 licenses from the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, at a cost of more than 
$4.2 million. All revenue collected from the 
sale of hunting and fishing licenses goes to 
a dedicated state fund set up for the protec-
tion, regulation and conservation of the 
state’s fish and wildlife.16

of April 2009 in Milam), and McLennan 
County does not require a permit for antler-
less deer. All counties with a three-deer bag 
limit except McClellan provide an exception 
to the antlerless permit requirement from 
Thanksgiving Day through the Sunday im-
mediately following Thanksgiving, except in 
areas where a special permit is required.

Mills and San Saba counties have a late deer 
season from January 5 to 18, in addition to 
their general deer seasons. The bag limit for 
their combined seasons is five deer with no 

Exhibit 25

Recreational Lakes and Reservoirs, Central Texas Region

Name Location Size Maximum Depth

Aquilla Lake  35 miles north of Waco 3,020 acres 59 feet

Belton Lake  5 miles northwest of 
Belton 12,385 acres 124 feet

Fairfield Lake 5 miles northeast of 
Fairfield 2,159 acres 49 feet

Fort Parker State  
Park Lake South of Mexia 725 acres 6 feet

Gibbons Creek 
Reservoir  20 east of College Station 2,770 acres 34 feet

Lake Bryan 5 miles west of Bryan 829 acres 45 feet

Lake Limestone 15 miles southeast of 
Groesbeck 12,553 acres 43 feet

Lake Mexia 7 miles west of Mexia 1,048 acres 20 feet

Lake Waco Within the Waco city 
limits 8,465 acres 90 feet

Lake Whitney 30 miles northwest of 
Waco 23,500 acres 108 feet

Somerville Lake 30 miles southwest of 
College Station 11,456 acres 38 feet

Stillhouse Hollow 
Lake 5 miles west of Belton 6,429 acres 107 feet

Tradinghouse Creek 
Reservoir 7 miles east of Waco 2,010 acres 42 feet

Source: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
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fallen, drilling continues and exploration 
companies are still acquiring mineral rights 
in the historic field.19

According to the Texas Railroad Com-
mission, the region has about 3,282 active 
oil wells, with the largest concentrations in 
Burleson County (997 wells), Milam County 
(932 wells) and Brazos County (467 wells).20 
The region also has about 5,848 active natu-
ral gas wells. The largest concentrations of 
these are in Freestone County (2,725 wells), 
Limestone County (1,054) and Robertson 
County (722 wells).21

The Comptroller estimates that the Central 
Texas region’s oil and natural gas industry ac-
counted for more than 4,902 jobs and nearly 
$284 million in earnings in 2007.22

Energy
The Central Texas region, like the rest of 

Texas, depends on reliable energy for its suc-
cess and prosperity. The region is fortunate 
to include part of the Giddings Field, once 
a top producer of both oil and natural gas.17 
Today, fossil fuels continue to produce a 
share of the region’s energy.

Oil and Natural Gas
The Giddings Austin Chalk Field stretches 

from Mexico through Central Texas and 
into northwest Louisiana. Between 1993 
and 1997, the Giddings Field produced 
more natural gas and crude oil than any 
other field in Texas.18 While both oil and 
gas production from the Giddings Field has 

Exhibit 26

Bag Limits and Other Applicable Hunting Regulations, Central Texas Region, 2008-09

Animal Season

White-tailed Deer

Open season lasts from November 1 until January 4. The limit is two antlerless deer and two bucks, 
with no more than one buck having an inside spread of 13 inches or greater.

Archery season lasts from September 27 until October 31. Antlerless deer may be hunted without a 
permit unless the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has issued antlerless managed land 
deer permits to help control the deer population.

A special youth-only season occurs twice a year on October 25 and 26, and January 17 and 18.

Squirrel
No closed season except in Freestone, Limestone and Robertson counties, where open season lasts 
from October 1 until February 1 and May 1 – 31. There is no bag limit except in Burleson, Falls, 
Freestone, Limestone, Madison, Milam and Robertson counties, where the daily limit is ten.

Turkey

Fall open season is from November 1 to January 4, and spring season (for Rio Grande gobblers 
only) runs from April 4 to May 17. The annual bag limit for Rio Grande and Eastern turkey is 
four, no more than one of which may be an Eastern turkey. Counties with an Eastern turkey spring 
season have no fall turkey season.

Archery only: September 27 – October 31.

Special youth-only season: March 28 – 29 and May 23 – 24.

Quail October 25 – February 22. Daily bag limit: 15; possession limit: 45.

Dove Central Zone: September 1 – October 30 and December 26 – January 13 with no limit.
Source: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
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of coal in 2007, about 41 percent of the state 
total (Exhibit 27).

Three mines in the region, Jewett E/F, 
Three Oaks and Big Brown, are among 
the top producing Texas lignite mines. The 
region’s mines support coal-fired electricity 
generation plants as well as industrial facili-
ties in the state. In 2007, the region’s lignite 
mining accounted for more than 745 jobs 
and more than $52 million in earnings.23

Coal
The Central Texas region, particularly 

Freestone, Lee, Milam, Leon, Robertson 
and Limestone counties, produces a sig-
nificant amount of lignite coal. Lignite, the 
lowest-quality coal, is used almost entirely 
for electricity generation or to create heat for 
industrial processes such as smelting. The 
region contains six of Texas’ 12 operating lig-
nite mines and produced 16.7 million tons 

Exhibit 27

Active Coal Mines, Central Texas Region, 2007

Name County Company Production (in tons)
Jewett E/F Mine Freestone & Leon Texas Westmoreland Coal Co. 5,169,675
Three Oaks Mine Milam & Lee Alcoa Inc. 4,284,599
Big Brown Mine Freestone Luminant Mining Co. 3,515,809
Calvert Mine Robertson Walnut Creek Mining Co. 1,902,877
Jewett Mine Leon, Limestone & Freestone Texas Westmoreland Coal Co. 1,630,993
Kosse Mine Robertson & Limestone Luminant Mining Co. 196,806
Total 16,700,759

Source: Texas Railroad Commission.

Waco Snack Food Company is Energy Leader
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has recognized Waco’s Mars Snackfood 

US as an award-winning energy partner for the company’s recent innovative landfill gas 
project. In May 2008, the candy maker began powering its furnaces with methane gas 
from Waco’s landfill, creating many economic and environmental benefits for the Central 
Texas region.

According to EPA, the company will save an estimated $600,000 per year in energy 
costs from the landfill gas project. This is the equivalent of the energy needed to heat 
2,700 average homes. Mars says this renewable energy source will reduce the plant’s 
greenhouse gas emissions by more than 10,000 metric tons annually, the equivalent of 
taking 1,900 passenger vehicles off the road.

EPA’s recognition of the company through its Landfill Outreach Methane Program 
highlighted the community education and outreach efforts that were important to the 
project’s success. The city of Waco, McLennan County and the EPA are all important 
partners in this endeavor. EPA estimates 520 more landfills across the country could be 
developed for similar types of landfill gas initiatives.24
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Utility Rates and Services
Central Texas is served by a single electric 

grid operated by the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas (ERCOT), which man-
ages 85 percent of Texas’ electricity flow. In 
cooperation with ERCOT, numerous electric 
providers use this grid to operate in the Cen-
tral Texas region.

Exhibit 28 shows the fuel sources used to 
provide power to the Central Texas region.25

Texas began deregulating its retail elec-
tricity market in 2002. This deregulation, 
however, applies only to investor-owned 

Texas Sports Hall of Fame
During the 1949 Texas High School Coaches Association All Star Games in Beaumont, 

sports editor Thad Johnson of The Beaumont Enterprise addressed a meeting of the Texas 
Sportswriters Association at the Beaumont Hotel, suggesting they start a Texas Sports 
Hall of Fame. Johnson’s idea gained approval and the hall of fame was established as a 
nonprofit organization in 1951 in Grand Prairie.26

Although the hall did not have a permanent location for its first 30 years, more than 
120 athletes were inducted. After a fundraising effort by the Texas Sports Writers Associa-
tion, construction began in 1980 on a two-story Grand Prairie building to house various 
sports memorabilia, including items from legendary jockey Willie Shoemaker, track and 
field gold medalist Bobby Morrow, and golf clubs of WPGA co-founder and multi-sport 
champion Babe Didrikson Zaharias. The original hall had academic programs focused on 
the science of sport and used its proceeds to fund various forms of financial assistance, 
and to make sporting events available to special populations and those in need. The 
Grand Prairie Hall of Fame closed in 1986 and was relocated to Waco in 1991.27

The hall is divided into the Texas Sports Hall of Fame, Texas Tennis Hall of Fame, Texas High 
School Football Hall of Fame, and Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame. Visitors are 
offered an interactive tour of the history of Texas athletics, allowing them to sing along with 
Texas university school songs, compare their hand and shoe sizes with those of NBA greats, 
view the evolution of tennis rackets and see a Heisman Trophy up close. In addition, the Tom 
Landry Theater provides video clips of important sports moments in Texas history.28

Partly to honor collegiate Southwest Conference history, the Sports Hall of Fame is 
building an 18,000-square-foot facility that will include a Health, Fitness and Youth 
Education Center, focusing on literacy awareness. The expansion will also have galleries 
highlighting the 1969 “Big Shootout” between Texas and Arkansas and a theater honor-
ing the member institutions of the Southwest Conference and the Cotton Bowl.29

Exhibit 28

Percentage of Electricity Generated 
by Fuel Type, ERCOT, 2008

Fuel Source ERCOT
Natural Gas 46%
Coal 37
Nuclear 13
Wind 3
Oil 0.5
Hydroelectric 0.5
Total 100%

Note: Fuel Source totals have been rounded. 
Sources: Electric Reliability Council of Texas and Southwest Power 
Pool.
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owned cooperatives currently hover around 
11 cents per kilowatt hour (kWh), which 
is slightly higher than the state average for 
member-owned cooperatives, which is 9.7 
cents per kWh.32 The state average across 
all sectors, including both member-owned 
cooperatives and private companies, is 13.2 
cents per hour.33

Exhibit 29 lists the region’s municipal- 
and member-owned cooperatives and their 
service areas.

utilities within the ERCOT region. Utili-
ties owned by cities and rural cooperatives 
are not required to join the deregulated 
market.30 The Central Texas region has 
municipally owned utilities in San Saba, 
Lampasas, Caldwell, Goldthwaite, Hearne, 
Brenham, College Station and Bryan, while 
other parts of the region are served by rural 
cooperatives. None of these have joined the 
deregulated market.31 Residential electric-
ity rates charged by the region’s member-

Exhibit 29

Municipally-Owned Utilities and Member-Owned Cooperatives, Central Texas Region

Entity Name Service Area
Bartlett Electric Cooperative Bell, Milam and Burleson counties
Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative Milam, Washington and Burleson counties
Brazos Electric Power Cooperative Brazos County
Brenham Municipal Light and Power System City of Brenham
Bryan Texas Utilities Brazos, Burleson and Robertson counties
Caldwell City Government City of Caldwell
Central Texas Electric Cooperative San Saba County
College Station Utilities City of College Station
Comanche County Electric Cooperative Mills County
Fayette Electric Cooperative Washington County
Goldthwaite Utilities City of Goldthwaite
Hamilton County Electric Cooperative San Saba, Mills, Lampasas, Hamilton and Coryell counties
Hearne Municipal Electric System City of Hearne
Heart of Texas Electric Cooperative Hamilton, Coryell, Bosque, Bell, Milam and Falls counties
Hilco Electric Cooperative McLennan and Hill counties
Houston County Electric Cooperative Freestone and Leon counties
Lampasas Public Utilities City of Lampasas
Mid-South Electric Cooperative Madison and Grimes counties
Navarro County Electric Cooperative Hill, Limestone and Freestone counties

Navasota Valley Electric Cooperative McLennan, Hill, Limestone, Freestone, Robertson, Falls, Leon, 
Madison and Brazos counties

Pedernales Electric Cooperative San Saba, Lampasas and Bell counties
San Bernard Electric Cooperative Grimes County
City of San Saba Utilities City of San Saba
United Cooperative Services Hamilton, Coryell and Bosque counties

Sources: Public Utility Commission of Texas and Texas Electric Cooperatives.
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offices in Brenham, Bryan, Hearne, Hunts-
ville, Lampasas, Belton, Gatesville, Hills-
boro, Marlin and Waco.

While the region has a vast network of 
roads, TxDOT has given the following prior-
ity in terms of repair and expansion projects:

Interstate Highway 35, running north •	
from Temple to Waco through Bell, 
McLennan and Hill counties;
State Highway 31, which runs northeast •	
from Waco through McLennan and Hill 
counties;
U.S. Highway 190, which runs east •	
from Lampasas to Temple and then 
southeast from Temple toward Bryan, 
crossing Lampasas, Coryell, Bell, Milam 
and Robertson counties;
State Highway 6, which runs southeast •	
from Waco to Bryan through McLennan, 
Falls, Robertson and Brazos counties;
U.S. Highway 290, which runs east •	
through Washington county; and
Interstate Highway 45, which runs •	
north from Madison County through 
Leon and Freestone counties.36

In all, the region has 6,856 centerline miles 
(miles traveled in a single direction regard-
less of the number of lanes) and 15,311 total 
lane miles of state highways. It has nearly 1 
million registered vehicles that travel about 
31 million miles daily. The state as a whole 
contains 79,975 centerline miles, 192,542 
total lane miles and more than 21 million 
registered vehicles that travel nearly 490 mil-
lion miles each day (Exhibit 30).37

Road construction for state, local and pri-
vate sources in Central Texas accounted for 
more than 6,000 jobs and more than $236 
million in earnings in 2007.38

While much of the Central Texas region 
is rural, many areas, particularly those with 
larger cities such as Waco and Killeen, now 
receive service from private companies. Areas 
involved in the deregulated ERCOT market 
include parts of McLennan, Bell, Leon, Free-
stone, Falls, Coryell, Milam, Hamilton, Hill 
and Bosque counties.34

An increasing number of private compa-
nies provide retail electric service to custom-
ers in these areas. For example, citizens of 
downtown Waco can choose among eight 
utility providers that offer average prices 
ranging from 9.8 cents to 17.9 cents per 
kWh.35

Transportation
The Central Texas region’s 100-plus mile 

stretch of Interstate Highway 35 (IH-35) is 
critical to the state’s transportation needs. 
IH-35 links the U.S. and Mexico, creating 
a primary trade corridor between the two 
countries. In addition to trucks carrying 
trade goods, Central Texas’ highways receive 
significant use from daily commuters as 
well as travelers between Dallas-Fort Worth, 
Houston, Austin and San Antonio.

Privately owned rail lines also transport 
goods across the region. In addition, Central 
Texas is home to a number of public transit 
authorities as well as commercial airports in 
Waco, College Station and Killeen.

Highways
The Texas Department of Transportation 

(TxDOT) builds and maintains the Texas 
highway system through local offices and 
alliances with contractors located around 
the state. TxDOT serves Central Texas from 
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— in fact, the stretch of IH-35 through 
Waco serves about 50,000 vehicles per day.40 
To help manage traffic on this critical trade 
route, TxDOT is undertaking a number of 
initiatives to expand IH-35.

IH-35 expansions planned for Bell, 
McLennan and Hill counties over the next 
decade will add lanes to relieve traffic con-
gestion. In some areas, road widening has 
already begun. For example, a current project 

Trade Corridors
Interstate Highway 35 is the primary cor-

ridor for goods transported from Mexico 
and South Texas up through Central Texas 
and beyond. As the sole highway connecting 
Texas, Mexico, Canada and the heartland 
states, IH-35 is frequently used by trucks 
carrying goods imported from Mexico.39 The 
Central Texas region receives high traffic vol-
umes due in large part to trade of this nature 

Exhibit 30

Highway Miles, Vehicle Miles Driven and Registered Vehicles,  
Central Texas Region, 2008

County  
Name

Centerline 
Miles

Lane  
Miles

Daily Vehicle 
Miles

Registered 
Vehicles

Bell 596 1,510 6,268,077 256,862
Bosque 347 695 569,069 21,858
Brazos 325 892 3,386,180 131,721
Burleson 234 522 738,226 21,914
Coryell 327 684 971,551 53,048
Falls 347 733 748,537 16,455
Freestone 377 809 1,700,430 24,366
Grimes 292 615 969,533 29,508
Hamilton 288 580 386,223 11,352
Hill 494 1,075 2,240,197 40,780
Lampasas 213 490 579,554 23,303
Leon 389 833 1,521,701 22,707
Limestone 379 769 781,545 24,950
Madison 264 571 965,867 12,899
McLennan 654 1,670 5,868,411 201,880
Milam 335 691 902,620 29,308
Mills 210 451 263,393 7,018
Robertson 294 627 970,323 18,338
San Saba 216 436 165,223 7,672
Washington 275 658 1,237,829 40,039
Central Texas Total 6,856 15,311 31,234,489 995,978

Statewide Total 79,975 192,542 488,790,361 21,171,729
Source: Texas Department of Transportation.
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in Waco will expand IH-35 from six to seven 
lanes. Because truckers make up such a large 
share of travelers on IH-35, future projects 
in the Central Texas region may include 
separate truck-only lanes in addition to tra-
ditional all-traffic lanes (Exhibit 31).42

Such expansion projects fall under a broader 
TxDOT initiative to provide Texas with mul-
timodal transportation between major metro-
politan areas. Introduced by Governor Rick 
Perry in 2002 as the Trans-Texas Corridor, the 
large-scale plan initially called for one “su-
per highway” with a 1,200-foot right of way 
across much of the state. Debate among Texas 
citizens, lawmakers and TxDOT has spurred 
changes to the plan over the past few years.

The current concept, renamed “Innovative 
Connectivity,” will no longer require a 1,200-
foot right of way in most places, but still 
entails a score of regional projects to widen 
roadways as well as public-private partnerships 
to build toll roads. In conjunction with met-
ropolitan planning organizations, the newly 
formed Corridor Segment Advisory Commit-
tees and other local entities, TxDOT is also 
considering commuter rail for some regions.43

Public Transportation
Waco and Bryan are the two largest urban 

areas in the region. Public transportation ser-
vices in those cities are provided by Heart of 
Texas Rural Transit District and The District, 
respectively. Public transportation is avail-
able to smaller areas as well. College Station 
receives services from Texas A&M University 
Transit Services, while the city of Killeen is 
served by Hill County Transit District and 
Whitney citizens can use Whitney Dial-a-
Ride (Exhibit 32).44

Exhibit 31

Interstate 35 Trade Corridor

Sources: Texas Department of Transportation.

Hill
Bosque

Hamilton

Mills

San Saba
Lampasas

Coryell

McLennan Limestone
Freestone

Leon

Robertson  

Falls 

Bell

Milam

Madison

Brazos Grimes
Burleson

Washington

Trans-Texas Corridor 35

Freestone County Fair
Each June, Freestone County and the city of Fairfield hold an an-

nual County Fair and rodeo. A parade formally kicks off the event.
According to Patricia Robinson, secretary of the Fair Board, the 

fair is intended to promote agriculture programs for Freestone 
County youths. More than 200 children participate in Future Farm-
ers of America (FFA) and 4-H-related events every year, involving 
some 400 projects. Many visitors come to the fair to participate 
in the market sale of animals, such as hogs and steers, generating 
more than $400,000 in animal sales in 2008.

The fair also features presentations and exhibits in a variety of areas 
including home economics, whole food, nutrition and art projects.

The rodeo includes one night of youth rodeo and two nights of 
amateur rodeo for adults. The youth rodeo includes “mutton bust-
ing,” a version of bull riding using sheep and intended for small 
children. Kids also enjoy the fair’s annual carnival.

A number of events offer attractions for all ages. Adults at the fair 
can participate in old-fashioned gospel singing. Many people turn 
out each year for the class and family reunions that take place on the 
fair grounds. The event wraps up with a closing dance on Saturdays.

The fair brings in 1,500 to 2,000 visitors to the county each year.41
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Railways
Five railroad companies operate within 

the region, including two Class I railroads 
(classified as such for their large annual 
operating revenues), one regional railroad 
and two local railroads. Burlington North-
ern Santa Fe Company and Union Pacific 
Railroad Company operate the majority of 
tracks in the Central Texas region. Texas Pa-
cifico Transportation Limited, Gulf, Colo-
rado & San Saba Railway and Rockdale, 
Sandow & Southern Railroad also operate 
in the area.45 The region’s rail lines run par-
allel to several highways including IH-35, 
Highway 6, Highway 190 and Highway 79 
(Exhibit 33).

Railroads played a central role in the 
establishment and industrial growth of the 
Central Texas region. Killeen and Temple 
were both founded by the Gulf, Colorado 
& Santa Fe Railway Company in the late 
1800s; in fact, both cities were named after 
men who represented the company. Railroad 
workers and nearby rural citizens settled the 
towns, opening shops, hotels, gristmills and 

Exhibit 32

Public Transportation Resources, Central Texas Region

Public Transit Authorities Office Locations Counties Served

Central Texas Hop City of San Saba San Saba, Coryell, Hamilton, Lampasas, Milam, Mills

The District City of Bryan Brazos, Burleson, Grimes, Leon, Madison, Robertson, Washington

Heart of Texas Rural Transit 
District City of Waco Bosque, Falls, Freestone, Hill, Leon, Limestone, McLennan

Hill County Transit District City of Killeen Bell

Texas A&M University Transit 
Services

City of College 
Station Brazos

Waco Transit System City of Waco McLennan

Whitney Dial-a-Ride City of Whitney Hill
Source: American Public Transportation Association.

Source: Texas Department of Transportation.

Exhibit 33

Central Texas Rail Lines, 2009
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saloons.46 Today, the Gulf, Colorado & Santa 
Fe Railway Company no longer exists, but 
several of its numerous rail lines are still be-
ing operated across the Central Texas region, 
shipping goods such as coal and timber to 
other parts of the state and beyond.
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FINAL%20112706.pdf. (Last visited on March 
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5	 Texas Water Development Board, Water for Texas, 
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visited March 16, 2009.)
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p4503_0022h.pdf. (Last visited March 17, 2009.)
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State Park,” pp. 1-3, http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
spdest/findadest/parks/lake_whitney/; and Texas 
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Airports
The Central Texas region contains 24 

airports, including commercial airports 
in College Station, Killeen and Waco.48 
Killeen-Fort Hood Regional Airport receives 
the highest traffic volume of any airport in 
the region; in 2007, more than 216,000 pas-
sengers boarded at Killeen-Fort Hood, up 3 
percent from 2006 totals.49 Many emotional 
departures and homecomings take place at 
this airport for soldiers flying to and from 
combat zones. American Eagle, Delta’s At-
lantic Southeast Airlines and Continental’s 
Colgan Air all provide service to and from 
the Killeen airport.50

Easterwood Airport in College Station is 
the region’s second-busiest, with more than 
90,000 passenger boardings in 2007, up 6 
percent from a year earlier.51 American Eagle 
and Continental Airlines serve Easterwood.52
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Air Quality
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) moni-

tors the Waco metropolitan area’s Air Quality Index (AQI) on a daily 
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region has better air quality than many other areas around the state 
that include major urban centers.47



May 2009	 Susan Combs Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

67

T e x a s  I n  F o c u s :  C e n t r a l  T e x a s 	 I n f r a s t r u c t u r e

Related Employment and Wages for Central Texas.” 
A custom database query was created.

23	 Texas Railroad Commission, “Coal Mining 
Locations: February 2009,” p. 1, http://www.rrc.
state.tx.us/forms/forms/smrd/TxCoaLst.pdf.; and 
Texas Railroad Commission, “Annual Production 
Data,” p. 1, http://www.rrc.state.tx.us/programs/
mining/index.php. (Last visited April 27, 2009.) 
(Excel spreadsheet.) ; and data provided by U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, “North American 
Industrial Classification System Codes 212111, 
212113, 213113 and 423520: Coal Mining 
Related Employment and Wages for Central Texas.” 
A custom database query was created.   

 24	 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, “Mars 
Snack Food Plant to Get Power from Waco 
Landfill,” Dallas, Texas, May 13, 2008, pp. 1-2, 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/OPA/ADMPRESS.NSF/d
c57b08b5acd42bc852573c90044a9c4/719eb2b8f
bf8ef7585257448004a8fd5!OpenDocument. (Last 
visited March 17, 2009.) (Press release.)

25	 Electric Reliability Council of Texas, “ERCOT 
Quick Facts,” p. 1, http://www.ercot.com/content/
news/presentations/2008/ERCOT_Quick_Facts_
May_2008.pdf. (Last visited March 16, 2009.)

26	 Texas Sports Hall of Fame, “Origin of the Texas 
Sports Hall of Fame,” p. 1, http://www.tshof.org/
info/history/. (Last visited March 17, 2009.)

27	 The Handbook of Texas Online, “Texas Sports 
Hall of Fame,” p. 1, http://www.tshaonline.org/
handbook/online/articles/TT/xnt1.html. (Last 
visited March 17, 2009.)

28	 Waco Convention and Visitors Bureau, “Texas 
Sports Hall of Fame,” p. 1, http://www.wacocvb.
com/trip_builder/attractions.aspx?attraction=18. 
(Last visited March 17, 2009.)

29	 Texas Sports Hall of Fame, “Expansion/Endowment 
Campaign,” pp. 1-4, http://www.tshof.org/donors/
campaign/; and San Antonio Express News, “Texas 
Sports Hall of Fame: SWC’s Resting Place Finds 
Home in Waco,” pp. 1-2, http://www.mysanantonio.
com/sports/columnists/MYSA081707_03D_FBC_
Hall_of_Fame_en_343099b_html10270.html. (Last 
visited March 17, 2009.)

30	 Texas State Senate Electric Utility Restructuring 
Legislative Oversight Committee, “Electric Utility 
Restructuring Legislative Oversight Committee” 
p. 1, http://www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/
commit/c850/c850_78.htm; and Public Utility 
Commission of Texas, “Municipal Electric Utilities 
and Electric Co-ops,” pp. 1-3, http://www.puc.
state.tx.us/ocp/electric/coops.cfm. (Last visited 
March 16, 2009.)

31	 Public Utility Commission of Texas, “Market 
Directories & Utilities: Electric Companies 
Serving Texas,” http://www.puc.state.tx.us/electric/
directories/index.cfm. (Last visited March 16, 
2009.) Custom queries created for municipalities.

11	 Texas Coalition for Conservation, The Economic 
Contributions of Texas State Parks in FY 2006,  
p. 18; and data supplied by Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, “State Park Sites, Acreage, and Visits.”

12	 Texas Coalition for Conservation, The Economic 
Contributions of Texas State Parks in FY 2006; 
and data supplied by Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, “State Park Sites, Acreage, and Visits.”

13	 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, “Freshwater 
Lakes: Prairies and Lakes Region,” pp. 1-3, http://
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fishboat/fish/recreational/
lakes/inplains.phtml. (Last visited March 16, 
2009.)

14	 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, “Freshwater 
Fishes Found in Texas,” pp. 1-2, http://www.tpwd.
state.tx.us/landwater/water/aquaticspecies/inland.
phtml. (Last visited March 16, 2009.)

15	 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, “2008-2009 
Texas Hunting Season Dates by County,” pp. 1-2. 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/hunt/season/
county_listing/. (Last visited March 16, 2009.)

16	 E-mail communication from Lacie Russell, 
Intergovernmental Affairs Division, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, July 22, 2008; and data 
provided by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
“Recreational License Sales: Central Texas Region, 
License Year 2007.” (Excel spreadsheet.)

17	 Texas Railroad Commission, “Top 25 Producing 
Oil and Gas Fields Based on 1999 Production,” p. 1, 
http://www.rrc.state.tx.us/forms/maps/specialmaps/
images/Top25_web.jpg. (Last visited April 27, 2009.)

 18	 Dan Piller, “A Tale of Two Fields: Giddings Offers a 
Lesson in How Quickly Things Can Change,” Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram (March 7, 2006), http://www.
redorbit.com/news/science/418617/a_tale_of_two_
fields_giddings_offers_a_lesson_in/. (Last visited 
March 17, 2009.)

19	 Austin Exploration Limited, “Austin Acquires 
Mineral Rights in Top-Ranked U.S. Oil and Gas 
Field: New Drilling and Re-entry Program to Begin,” 
pp. 1-3, Adelaide, Australia, August 6, 2008, http://
www.austinexploration.com/publicdocs/ASX%20
Releases/ASX%20Release%20-%20Mineral%20
Lease%20Acquired%20in%20Top%20Ranked%20
U%20S%20%20Oil%20Field.pdf. (Last visited 
March 17, 2009.) (Press release.)

20	 Texas Railroad Commission, “Oil Well Counts by 
County as of February 2009,” pp.1-5, http://www.
rrc.state.tx.us/data/wells/wellcount/oilwellct0209.
pdf. (Last visited March 17, 2009.)

21	 Texas Railroad Commission, “Gas Well Counts by 
County as of February 2009,” pp.1-5, http://www.
rrc.state.tx.us/data/wells/wellcount/gaswellct0209.
pdf. (Last visited March 17, 2009.)

22	 Data provided by U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
“North American Industrial Classification System 
Codes 211111, 21311, 23712, 32411, 32511, 
33313, 48611 and 48621: Oil and Natural Gas 



Susan Combs Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts	 May 2009

68

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 	 T e x a s  I n  F o c u s :  C e n t r a l  T e x a s

42	 Texas Department of Transportation, “Current 
TxDOT Projects: Waco District,” http://apps.
dot.state.tx.us/apps/project_tracker/projects.
htm?view=dist&dist=Waco. (Last visited March 16, 
2009.) Custom queries created; and interview with 
Christopher Evilia, director, Waco Metropolitan 
Planning Organization.

43	 Texas Department of Transportation, Innovative 
Connectivity in Texas: Vision 2009 (Austin, Texas, 
2009), pp. 1,3, http://www.keeptexasmoving.com/
var/files/File/Vision_2009_Brochure.pdf. (Last 
visited March 16, 2009.)

44	 American Public Transportation Association, “Texas 
Transit Links,” pp. 1-4, 6-9, 11-12, 14, 17, http://
www.apta.com/links/state_local/tx.cfm#A11. (Last 
visited March 16, 2009.)

45	 Association of American Railroads, “Railroad 
Service in Texas, 2006,” pp. 1-2, http://www.aar.
org/PubCommon/Documents/AboutTheIndustry/
RRState_TX.pdf?states=RRState_TX.pdf. (Last 
visited March 16, 2009.)

46	 The Handbook of Texas Online, “Killeen, Texas,” 
p. 1, http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/
articles/KK/hdk1.html; and The Handbook of 
Texas Online, “Temple, Texas,” p. 1, http://www.
tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/TT/hdt1.
html. (Last visited March 16, 2009.)

47	 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, 
“Air Quality in Texas (Air Quality Index),” http://
www.tceq.state.tx.us/cgi-bin/compliance/monops/
aqi_rpt.pl. (Last visited April 13, 2009.)

48	 Texas Department of Transportation, “Texas Airport 
Directory,” pp. 2-6, http://www.txdot.gov/travel/
airport_directory.htm. (Last visited April 13, 2009.)

49	 U.S. Federal Aviation Administration, “Final 
Calendar Year 2007 Enplanements and Percent 
Change from CY06,” http://www.faa.gov/airports_
airtraffic/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_
allcargo_stats/passenger/media/cy07-primary_np_
comm.pdf. (Last visited March 16, 2009.)

50	 City of Killeen, “Killeen-Fort Hood Regional 
Airport: We’ll Take You There,” p. 1, http://www.
ci.killeen.tx.us/index.php?section=28. (Last visited 
March 16, 2009.)

51	 U.S. Federal Aviation Administration, “Final 
Calendar Year 2007 Enplanements and Percent 
Change from CY06.”

52	 Texas A&M University, “Easterwood Airport-
Airline Links,” http://www.easterwoodairport.com/
index.html. (Last visited March 16, 2009.)

32	 Heart of Texas Electric Co-op, “Rates (How 
to Calculate Your Bill),” http://www.hotec.
coop/calculate_bill.htm; and Bartlett Electric 
Cooperative, “Rate Schedules,” http://bartlettec.
coop/ServiceandFees.aspx; and Public Utility 
Commission of Texas, Rate Regulation Division, 
“Electric Utility Bill Comparison: December 
2008,” http://www.puc.state.tx.us/electric/rates/
NCrate/2008/dec08r.pdf. (Last visited March 16, 
2009.)

33	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Table 
5.6.A. Average Retail Price of Electricity to 
Ultimate Customers by End-Use Sector, by State, 
November 2008 and 2007,” Electric Power Monthly 
(February 2009), http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/
electricity/epm/epm_sum.html. (Last visited March 
16, 2009.)

34	 Public Utility Commission of Texas, “Texas: 
Transmission and Distribution Utilities in 
Competitive Retail Areas,” p. 1, http://www.puc.
state.tx.us/electric/maps/map.cfm. (Last visited 
March 16, 2009.)

35	 ElectricityTexas.com: The #1 Site to Compare and 
Order Electricity in Texas, “Learn More about 
Available Electricity Providers in Your Area,” http://
www.electricitytexas.com/service_areas.html. (Last 
visited March 16, 2009.) Rates are based on a 1000 
kWh per month plan.

36	 Texas Department of Transportation, “Current 
Projects” http://apps.dot.state.tx.us/apps/project_
tracker/projectquery.htm. (Last visited March 16, 
2009.) Custom queries created.

37	 Data provided by Texas Department of Transportation, 
“FY 2007 Statistical Comparison of Texas Counties 
(9/1/2006 thru 8/31/2007).” (Excel spreadsheet.)

38	 Data provided by U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
“North American Industrial Classification System 
Code 237: Heavy and Civil Engineering and 
Construction Related Employment for Central 
Texas, ” A custom database query was created.

39	 Texas Department of Transportation, “IH 35 Trade 
Corridor Study: Executive Summary,” p. 1, ftp://
ftp.dot.state.tx.us/pub/txdot-info/aus/mis/i35corr.
xsumm.pdf. (Last visited March 17, 2009.)

40	 Interview with Christopher Evilia, director, Waco 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, Waco, Texas, 
January 14, 2009.

41	 Interview with Patricia Robinson, secretary, 
Freestone County Fair Board, Fairfield, Texas, 
January 22, 2009.




